SUPPLEMENTARY CHAPTER VI
THE STRUCTURE OF CHARACTER

RECENT years have brought great increase of
interest in the study of character. In Germany
recent books and articles on characterology are
numerous. In America many efforts have been made to
bring traits of character within the reach of laboratory
methods and of mental tests. On all hands it is recog-
nised that, during the period dominated by the develop-
ment of laboratory experiment, the study of the personality
as a whole has been unduly neglected, while psychologists
have concentrated their attention on details abstracted
from the concrete whole of mental life. A recently
published bibliography of Character and Personality
lists 3341 titles, a large proportion of which are of the
last few years; and a comprehensive review of the
literature by the same learned and assiduous student1
has shown how great is the confusion still prevailing in
this field, how little progress we have made towards agree-
ment as to what we mean by " character/'

It is generally agreed that character is an important
part of personality, and that the word stands in some
sense for the organisation of the affective and conative
constituents of personality. But the distinctions drawn
in this volume between character, disposition, and
temperament are by no means generally accepted or
grasped; while the factors of personality distinguished
(in Supplementary Chapter III.) under the head of
temper have been noticed by very few authors.

Although this book has now been before the public
for nearly twenty years, and has been widely read and
used, the fact that it contains a sketch of a complete

1 The Psychology of Character, by A. A. Roback, London, 1927.
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